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Opportunity for AD in Northern Ireland 

 Most attractive financial regime for AD in Europe 

 NI has perfect grassland conditions for providing AD feedstock 

 Well established technology 

 Significant on the ground interest, 40+ projects with planning approval and 100+ projects with planning 
applied for (see below) 

Challenges for AD in NI 

 Funding 

 Small scale and heightened risk of 
individual projects is a barrier 

 Limited experience of project 
financing within the NI farming sector 

 Few technology providers are 
fundable 

 Market incentivised for electricity 
generation.  

 Infrastructure 

 

Developing AD in NI 





Opportunity 

• Capacity of ~36MW 

• DECC cost of £4.4m per MW 

• £160m inward investment 

• £80m will be spent with NI companies during construction 

• Operational phase contracts; ~£20m per MW. 

• £720m of additional contractually guaranteed incomes to rural NI economies 

over 20 years. 
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European cattle production trends;  
2000 - 2011 

European cattle output trends 
generally stable;  

+/-10% between 2000 to 2011 
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10% increase in 
milk production 567% increase in 

number of AD plants 

8% decrease in dairy 
cow numbers 

14% decrease in total 
livestock numbers 

12% decrease in 
beef production 

German cattle and AD 
production trends; 
2000 - 2011 



Biomethane fuelled Heavy Transport; 
Sustainable and Affordable 





Using biomethane as a fuel for heavy transport 
 
Opportunity 

• abundance of natural gas 

• biomethane blended with natural gas 

• lower cost than diesel 

• upgrading biogas to biomethane proven process 

• most efficient biofuel land use 

• highest GHG reductions 

• truck manufacturer buy-in 

 

Challenge 

• refuelling station infrastructure 

• truck fleet buy-in 

• market momentum 


